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SEND International (E g2 182 1% &)
“Our Call and Service to the Hakka People

of Taiwan"

Rev. Scott Powell was born to Christian parents who were responding
to the call for mission workers in Asia. God directed Scott’s parents to remain
in the U.S., where his father served as a pastor and teacher until he died at
the age of 57. Scott’'s mother taught children in Christian schools, and
eventually answered God'’s call to Taiwan in 1987 where she served for a
year, and later to India, where she served for a year at the age of 76. Scott
came to the knowledge of Jesus Christ and put his faith in His saving grace
at the age of five through the teaching of his parents. He soon realized that
he had a responsibility to share the saving power of Jesus Christ with his
friends and class mates.

Through a serious health crisis, Scott understood in a fresh way the fruth
that "“you are not your own, for you were bought with a price.” He
committed his life to serving Jesus Christ, and soon understood that God’s
call was to make disciples among those who had little opportunity to know
of God'’s saving love in Jesus Christ in Asia. As Scott and Leslie began their
married life, they prayed for God’s direction to the specific place and
people He desired for them to serve.

In 1982 Scott and Leslie were asked to pray about God's call to serve
the Hakka people of Taiwan, and to see church fellowships established of
Hakka believers who could then bring God's grace and transforming power
to their families and towns. As they prayed and asked their church leaders
for their counsel, God confirmed His call to serve among the Hakka-
speaking residents of Taiwan.

In 1984 the Powells were appointed by SEND International to serve in
Taiwan, and to establish church fellowships among the Hakka-speaking
communities. They arrived in Taiwan on October 11, 1985 with two small
children. As SEND International considered expanding its Hakka ministry to
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the north of Taiwan, Rev. Peng Deh-Lang and other leaders of the Tsung
Tsen Tang and Hakka Evangelistic Association visited the mission office in
Taichung and offered encouragement. After two years of Mandarin
language study in Taichung, on August 15, 1987 we moved to the Sung Wu
community near Chungli in order to begin to establish relationships with
local Hakka neighbors and friends, and to establish a church to reach
Hakka Taiwanese living around Chungli. Along with Mandarin language
study, Scott began to learn Hakka language to converse with older
neighbors. We were joined by Ms. Isabel Lee (%= B ) from the U.S. and
Pastor Ernst Malich (& x%) and his family from Germany to see this
fellowship develop and multiply.

After several years of community service and building bridges to
local residents of Ping Chen and Chungli, two believers were baptized and
the SEND team began to lead Sunday worship times in September 1990. This
was the beginning of the “Chungli Hakka Gospel Center” and later, the
Chungli Tsung Tsen Church.

The year 1996 marked three significant events. The Chungli church
had grown to about 14 believers, and we prayed for a local Hakka pastor to
shepherd the fellowship to see more disciples made. In July 1996 God led
Pastor Huang Cheng-Hsi and his family to serve in Chungli. This brought a
great encouragement to the believers, and the Huangs sacrificially and
faithfully served this fellowship of believers for the next fourteen years. Also in
1996 the Tsung Tsen Tang Association of Hakka churches accepted the
Chungli Hakka Gospel Center as a member church of the Association.
Members of the Chungli church have been blessed by the support and
fellowship of the other church fellowships of the Tsung Tsen Association. The
third event of 1996 was a new direction in the work of SEND International in
Taiwan. Scott consulted with SEND'’s International Director and, with his
support, began to develop opportunities for Taiwanese believers to step out
into cross-cultural mission service in places outside of Taiwan. Eventually this
led to the formation of a “sending function” and a sending office of SEND in
Taiwan. This office and staff formally facilitated three long term mission
workers fully supported by Taiwan churches that served in Russia, China and
Japan with SEND International.
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From 1997 to 2000 the Powells assisted others in establishing the
Hsinfeng Tsung Tsen Church north of Hsinchu. Through community English
language classes, youth activities, and other community services, local
residents heard the Good News of Jesus saving power, and a group of
believers formed in Hsinfeng. Leslie served with others to disciple young girls
and women in summer camp, in church children’s classes, and in personal
Bible study and mentoring relationships with women 1o be followers of
Jesus. Through several of these women a third generation of disciples
continues to grow.

In 1998 Scott accompanied Pastor Peng Deh-Lang to the Philippines in
order to visit an elder who was commissioned by the Taipei Tsung Tsen
Church to serve among Chinese in Manila. The mission vision of the Tsung
Tsen Association of churches developed in these years.

At the request of Pastor Peng, in 2000 Scott assisted Pastor Chung Hua-
Tsao who had come to Taiwan from Kalimantan, Indonesia to assume
responsibility for the Hsinfeng church under the Tsung Tsen Association. Many
local Indonesian Hakka contract workers were attracted to the Hsinfeng
church through Pastor Chung and his wife.

After the Powells relocated to Taichung to care for mission leadership
responsibilities, Scott assisted Hakka church leaders to establish a monthly
central Taiwan Hakka fellowship of believers, for their encouragement and
to extend the outreach to Hakka residents of central Taiwan, especially in
Taichung and Tungshih. This fellowship was led by local Hakka pastors and
lay leaders, and provided encouragement and support for those believers
who attended this fellowship. Scott served for several years as a member of
the governing board of the Hakka Mission Seminary in Chutung, and was
privileged to visit the school and students as they prepared to join the
“Doubling in Ten Years” movement of church planting among Taiwan'’s
Hakka communities.

God proved His loving faithfulness to the Powells through a difficult
time in 2010. Their older daughter, Aimee, returned from Taiwan for her
college education, and then served in a Christian school as a teacher. She
was killed in a vehicle accident as she drove to the school one morning in
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January. The Powells were comforted as many friends and leaders gathered
in Taiwan to celebrate her life. Scott was injured in a motorcycle accident
later in 2010, and again found great comfort in the care and comfort of
many friends who visited him as he recovered. God called Scott and Leslie
to return to the U.S. in 2012 in order to care for their ageing mothers as they
continue to serve with SEND International. Scott presently is the Assistant
Director of Globalization and he serves in the International Office of the
mission.

Scofttis grateful for God's grace through over thirty years of service in
Taiwan and in Asia. We thank God for His mercy in establishing a foundation
for lasting and multiplying fellowships of believers in Chungli and in Hsinfeng.
We appreciate the work of our Hakka colleagues as we worked to develop
contextualized approaches for memorials of Hakka believers’ ancestors and
family members, valuing Hakka culture and customs. We pray many Hakka
compatriots will be drawn to faith in Christ as they experience His grace and
mercy. We also thank God for the opportunity to mentor several men and
women who have gone further in a life of service to Christ, even in other
nations. As we have served with dear Hakka fellow servant-leaders in
Taiwan, we are challenged by their example as expressed through Paul: * 3%
MEARAEZEBD, NHNEEBEEEEH®REE RHBCHRBBEBREMTMPEIEAL"
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